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by Don ,Lncs 
Few of us who moved $0 the 

suburbs no& of Niagwd pail5 - ,,,,a - 1950 realize how thi%?se towns 
wzre jr%sjticaliy affected by a e  
actions of many government 
agencies aince 941. 
A, time, 7,500 acres of lqnd 

was W ~ C  f r m  139 knJ o w w s  
for the Lake Ontario Land 
Ordinance Works W O W ) .  This 
map stows thc huge ma *n 
fran rtresc adjoiniog t9ol.M. 
it reachcd from Lockporr- Government ignores 

Yoimgstowl Road (Rt 93) On the 
no& to beyond Swana Road to 

landfills; 
~ ~ j c i  ~ i r y  in the sou* and from COKIMUED FRC~HPACE t 
Creek Road 3n &e west t0 Perter 
Ceius mad on the tsl. W h c n  Chcaiical  'A'astc 
mz famter ou.ners W Z ~ C  given hizaa~en~ent purchased Lhe SCA 

days to ntcve a11 o f  their property in 1984. :a wrcful study 
pcsmsiofis and End another place w a s  made o f  the area, 

Eve. It was arhc of sorww and decontaminarion work was dm and 
tow for aIi! a whole new ewmplei for aceieng, 
hfacy houses wcre moved lo new .so:tins. dxcontamlnating and 

iwtimj or demolished. E I C ~  the handling of the liquid and Solid 
L U ~ .  Chcrctr was re:nc~td from wasres war t;tt up. 
Creek Road to  Third Strcc! in 1 , OtiierpytsofthelWWpmpsy 

2awn. Yonng:. wcrc yurcfrnsed by Washula for 
A flood of over 7,ClOO workers I ! Saniiary Land Fiib and are now 

c;ime into the area and ar. 1 1 u s d  by M03~m Disw. 
cor!smr;im of ovcr 3GO biiillings -----1 More of the sludge had txcn pl;lrrct 
ww begun that snowy winw. The into the old water tower arid the 
main J3G explosive p l m ,  office ' strucllrtc b ~ d  weakened aniJ i r  ws$ 
centers, a hospital, service -- mda- --. encrtscd in a new outu wall. 
S ; N C ~ ~ J ~ $ ,  dOm4'rJtofi~ ~ n i f  a lag2 - a  -- Fomc LWW Bouncarr - I ~ F Z ~ ~ W ~  W V ~ Z S L E C W  MA 

Lwnl cn~rirOnmcntEJiSts protmte4 
water tow= soon twk shape. 
Thitty -threj ~ i e s  af roads were - OW.* wi w : .'OW o r  m ~ c . a 8  o m -  against h i s  mt~inl. beicg I~cated 

0 W r M  k , ~  m. P . S * ~ W  $I E ~ n w ,  OW here. Many atkrnpts were 5,ark to 
fai3 as wei: as mi!cs of railroad ,,, .,, ...,. * UU. ccnvince. the government that i~ 
sidings. A pumping stalion Was 

Eullt 
kc river and water liner, The b d m c e  of 5.100 acres was put h a z ~ d o u s  materials werc by sho~u be %moved, bur no avail. 

were ins&&. ~ . p  for salz. Tbif ms the propny producu. These were often bum?& F i n W  in 1985, the  contents of 

Most of rhe above aaivitiet tw to t5e east OF Creek Road and west dumped into sews l i n e  W tk fief thz lower m o v e d ,  the lower 

EYlmU Road bur a of Lults, H r i i i l  and Model City or in a convenient prm such as lhc W u  dknanlledstsd esr;)hing was 

large nurnbcr of sronfic igloos and 
old Love Canal. At least by 1970. pI?fer! in a holding area about a 

o a e r  units we:e b u i l ~  to &c nart[t In 1955, ;he .4romic Energy the 014 LOOW site focked likc & mllc 1101% of Retchcr Road. The 
of tbiu rmd. Commission (AEC) trxtf; over che good spot to get some of this Hooker building aearby w u  
()nee ms $ 3  nitlion c m , p i  W ~ S  Manhattan Frojwt md.5i6 acres material out of sight. drconm.iaaied, and its conren: 
in production, it proved to be very no& of Pietcher Road. In 1975, Chcm-Trnl Pollution were Pu: with Ihe othermn~cript. 
efficient. Tha igima were fiIied Thc AEC obtained the fieeded Services about 2 4 0 a m ~  This contwinant srructurc is a 
wilh TNT ;tnd b e  eotirt facility radium Me, known 6 s  pitchblend, sou~h o: BJlmer Road, M a n y  tons cla~*lin6d, clfiy-cqped and m- 
wzs dosed &,wn on July 51, 1943, fmm the African Mental Co. of of this waste were ttwked &ere, ~ Q ' C R ~  sronge unit ancompassin$ 
Local people had kept busy Belgium. This ore w;le r ~ h d  by to some extent sad then approximately i O  acres. I: i s  
; ~ o ~ i m ~  f , .  ad ~m Lindc Air Co. of Tonnwanda and buried ~ ~ e m t  with thne fcet of cornptcd 
as ensn!ny scmters. other companies ia h'iapara Fdis. 3 y 1975, ~ h c  Service Gorp of clay ewered by 1.5 feet of rowii 

1'539, ReJitj*[ Franklin D. The I'ttJUiling radioactive sludge Amtricn (SCA) had purchased the and g r a s s  Approxunarely 253,w 
Rooavclt &en infonried about Was br~ught fo Fletcher Road above land and ctit fota lokd of 7m cubic y ~ d $  of contnminalcd 
the pa~ibil ity cf M n g  an aa,nic deposited in the old water acres. Hazardous was& was trucked m?terials arc SIW here., 
banb. By d~ suntmer of 1M3, toU-rn @art Of the old L O W ) ,  there from over 20;) industries, The aepartrnent of Ecrrgy 
piants were under mnstroc;ion at Thus &Em Lewiskon's I ~ ~ C Y  h i a t  of the mattrid was pot in 55 maintains this a n d  and provi&s 
Oakridge, Tenn. as pact of the seewt the Atomic A@! bdloa drums (dmusands of Wm) ef~vironmentd ~urveill-. 
Manhattan Pro,:ec(. Later, some TheDe~arnent0CEnerg.y (ME!, and buried in five acre mounds. h'ow as hive dcm tewi,tot, 
local pesple thought [hat rhz formerly the &C, transfed mcch Tbese were h o w n  as "S~CIIIO Land Hil l ,  we one old L W W  site may have been the first of its proprry to other agencies and Fills,' building and buge gus-covcrcd 
c h o i ~ r  for the atooGc pla-11. Peibap retained only 190 ncres norL3 ot' Govemmenc teguia3ons fcr the land fills be issting extreme winter wzither forced a Pietcbcr Rood. disposal of  is hzudous w a t e  m e m o r i ~  to those turbulur: ww cbaope in plm.  Diuing the ws y e w s  aid I a k r .  gradually becamf.more Agomus. , ycarr at old Or,rlrio 
By 1944. Lhe arza o f  :he LOOW many chemical plants were built in &dinonce W3rks. 

hnd been nd,iced to 2.400 acres. N i o g ~ a  Falis Huge qua?ricles of C 0 ~ o r J P A C ' 4  
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